The mycorrhizal mycofl ora of young (about 5-15-yr-old), spontaneously developed stands of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) on drift sands is outstanding in terms of species richness and abundance compared to other Scots pine habitats in the Netherlands. The mycological value however drops when stands grow older (from 20-30-yr-old) which may be caused by changed allocation of photosynthates as a result of increased N uptake due to N pollution, leading to reduced C-availability for the mycorrhizal fungi. Nature management that aims to preserve these mycologically very special habitats should be naturally dynamic, by maintaining (parts of) spontaneous stands and removing them only once younger stands have developed spontaneously to an age of about 5-10 yr.
Introduction
In drift sand areas in The Netherlands, occasionally small-sized stands of Scots pine measuring <1 to 3 ha establish successfully. This can happen because Scots pine is commonly planted on sandy soils surrounding the drift sand areas and because the drift sand areas are relatively small-sized, reducing their dynamics. If nature management undertakes no action, such drift sand areas will soon disappear and therefore they are actively held open by regularly removing vegetation. However, we argue in this chapter that this is a too rigorous action as the mycofl ora of young, spontaneously developed Scots pine stands on drift sands is outstanding in terms of their composition, species richness and abundance compared to other Scots pine habitats. Among the various drift sand areas in the Netherlands, the Hulshorsterzand is currently the most outstanding one (Veerkamp & Gutter, 2006 ). An inventory of Scots pine stands carried out by Termorshuizen (1991) revealed for the fi rst time the mycological importance of young (5-15-yr-old), spontaneous stands on drift sands: of the 10 red-list species (according to Arnolds & Veerkamp, 2008) , 9 occurred in those stands, while only 3 and 4 occurred in 1st (i.e. planted on former agricultural soils) and 2nd generation stands, respectively, and none occurred in old (50-80-yr-old) stands on Pleistocene soils (Table 10 .1). The average frequency of these red-list species was 53% on drift sands, and <15% in the other plots. The total number of species was also highest in the drift sand plots and lowest in the old plots (Termorshuizen, 1991) . We will here describe the mycofl ora of young Scots pine stands in drift sand habitats, including a 24-yr study on the mycological succession of two plots at Hulshorsterzand, and compare the drift sand mycofl ora with other Scots pine habitats. Then, we will discuss possible reasons for the special mycological status of the drift sand stands and focus on how such habitats could be managed in regards to the mycofl ora. We will focus on the ectomycorrhizal mycofl ora, i.e. the part of the mycofl ora that forms ectomycorrhiza with Scots pine. Ectomycorrhiza is a nonpathogenic symbiosis between a fungus and a tree in which the fungus profi ts from
